
 

 

Crude Tall Oil Leak Near Sandarne Plant 

 

JACKSONVILLE, FL, December 22, 2011 - On December 20, 2011, a leak was 

discovered in an Arizona Chemical tank in the Longrör storage depot in Söderhamn, 

Sweden.  Approximately 800 cubic meters of Crude Tall Oil (CTO) was spilled into the 

waters off the depot port, and some 50 cubic meters on the ground close to the tank.  

The leak to the seawater was stopped with a reinforced sand rampart in just 40 minutes 

after it was discovered.  The tank, which before the leak occurred contained 9000 cubic 

meters of CTO, was then emptied in a controlled way.  The leak stopped at 3:00 am CET 

Thursday, December 22, 2011.  The risk of any further leaks from the tank is now 

eliminated. 

 

Focus is now on the clean-up process in the affected areas.  The Coast Guard and the 

local emergency services, in conjunction with Arizona Chemical and the Söderhamn’s 

municipality, are working hard to take care of the crude tall oil and remediate the water 

and soil.  Thursday morning, 130 cubic meters of CTO had been removed. “I am very 

impressed with the skills and dedication of all involved”, says Kees Verhaar, Arizona 

Chemical’s President and CEO.  “I have seen some of the environmental effects the CTO 

spill has caused outside the Långrör port, and I am deeply concerned.  We will do 

everything in our power to assist the Coast Guard and the Söderhamn Municipality in the 

clean-up process” 

 

Swedish and international experts are now on site to help clean the water under the 

direction of the local emergency services and the Coast Guard.  

 

Crude tall oil is produced in the manufacturing of paper pulp and is biodegradable.  

 

About Arizona Chemical 
Arizona Chemical (arizonachemical.com) is the world’s leading bio-refiner of pine 

chemicals for the adhesives, inks and coatings, lubricants, tires & rubber, fuel additives, 

mining and oleochemicals markets. With more than 1,000 employees and state-of-the-art 

refineries in six countries on both sides of the Atlantic, Arizona Chemical provides 

sustainable raw materials to hundreds of companies and, in-turn, to millions of consumers 

all around the world. The company has headquarters offices in the U.S. in Jacksonville, 

Fla., and in the EU in Almere, the Netherlands. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Karl Butler, HR Manager – EU Operations  

Tel: +46 (0)270 62506 

 

Lula Camaj, HR Manager Sweden 

Tel: +46 (0)270-62515 
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